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Colossal Collaborations!!!!    

The Luther College Norsemen (top photo 4/16/10); University of Wisconsin Eau Claire Statesmen (middle 3/13/10); 

and Vallee de Croix Chorus (bottom photo 3/6/10) recently joined forces with the Great Northern Union and 

special guest quartets for a very entertaining series of concerts. (more on pages 3 & 4) 
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Db¦Ωǎ bŜǿǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƭƭǘƻǇ 
Chapter, 10,000 Lakes Division, LOL District, of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society. Bulletin material may 
be contributed by chapter members, copied from 
Society Publications, or may be borrowed from other 
chapter bulletins. All articles will be credited to the 
author. Articles not carrying a by-line have been 
written by the editor, and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the officers of this chapter.  
Terry Wheeler, editor  
e-mail: ttwheeler_56150@hotmail.com  
Home Phone: 507-662-5166  
Cell: 605-321-1607  
 
Rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 7pm at the 

United Methodist Church of Peace in Richfield, 

Minnesota.  The church is located at 64
th

 and 

Xerxes.  For more information contact 

Membership Vice President Ken Slinde 
gnubass@comcast.net  or 952-884-4975. 
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The Future Looks Bright 

In my last article I mentioned that while a 

cover story in the Harmonizer was great, our 

ultimate goal is to be on the back cover.  

(For the new guys, thatôs where the 

International Chorus Champs appear.)  I 

know this chorus has always dreamed about 

winning a gold, but I am becoming more 

and more convinced that it WILL become 

reality for the GNU.   No more pipe dreams.  

It is really happening!  Now, itôs about 

planning for success and taking action to get 

there. 

I read a quote the other day that made me 

think about GNU.  ñThe best time to change 

is when it seems least necessary.ò  The 

chorus is doing great, right?  Itôs called 

thinking ahead and that is exactly what 

weôre starting to do.  Never in our history 

have we deliberately had a custom gold 

medal up-tune learned and with a choreo 

plan designed 14 months before 

International.   And, in the meantime, weôre 

also working toward our District 

Championship next fall and learning new 

rep for the remainder of our concert season.  

If thatôs not enough, plans are already in 

place to get our next contest up-tune by this 

summer!  There is no substitute for 

preparation. 

As you know, membership recruitment is 

also high on our priority list.  Next year is 

not the time to start being concerned about 

120 on the risers. The time is now.   
(continued on page 3) 

2010 Great Northern Union 
Officers & Directors  
 
    President: Tom Semple 

    Secretary: Roger Wambheim 

    Treasurer: Bob Dowma 

    Immediate Past President:  

    Bill   Lydecker 

    VP ï Membership: Ken Slinde 

    VP ï Development: Marty Monson 

    Co-VP ï Music & Performance:  

    Brent Buresh                                        

    Co-VP ï Music & Performance:       

    Jay Fahl 

    Co-VP ï Marketing: Luke Norell 

    Co-VP ï Marketing: Dan True              

    VP ï Logistics / Chorus Manager:  

    Gary Little 

    Member at Large: Jeff Goenner 

    Member at Large: Ken Gilmore 

  

   Show Chairman and Project  

   Manager: Wally Brink 

   Assistant Director: Scott Kvigne 

   Director: Peter Benson 

 

Directorôs 

Corner  

by Peter 

Benson 

mailto:gnubass@comcast.net


 

3 
 

Ken Slinde gave me some statistics that tell 

me we are heading in the right direction: 
- 7 New Members already in 2010!!  

- 9 potentials preparing for 1st or 2nd 

Auditions. 

- 88 currently active singers 

GOAL ï 120-130 active singers on the 

risers. 

Many of you have responded to the call.  

Youôre doing great!!  Please continue to be 

in the mode of urgency as we climb to the 

Gold.  Donôt leave it to someone else.  Get 

involved and create your future! 
 

 
The Buzz  

 
Tagging with the Statesmen 

 
Church of the Nativity, St Paul, MN 

The Vagrants

 
The Vagrants also did clinics at Twin Citiesô area 

schools 

 
 

 
The Bus that transported most of the GNU to 
Decorah, IA 
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Luther College Center for Faith & Life 

 
Go the Distance  

 
 

 
 

 
Adam Woods  
I currently live in St Anthony, MN and have been 
here the last two years.   Before that, I lived for 
24 years in Chicagoland (Naperville and 
downtown city) and consider that home.   I was 
born in Iowa and lived there until  age 7 when 

we moved to Kentucky for 2 years.  
 
I am currently a studio photographer, but 
looking!  If you have any ideas, go ahead and 

send them my way. 
 
I come from a very musical family so singing has 
been a big part of our lives growing up.   I 

started singing in youth choirs at about age 9 or 
so. 
 
I've sung for some of the best directors in the 
country and have learned a lot!  

 
I'm a third generation barber -shopper that 
joined when I was 12 years old!   That's 23 years 
for those of you trying to do the math.  

 
In the Society, Iôve won 6 silver medals and a 
gold medal in 2001 with The New Tradition 
Chorus.  I was VP of Membership for two years 

there before becoming the VP of the ILL Dist for 
Leadership Training when I was 21.  While with 
TNT, I spent 6 years as their Presentation Team 
Leader teaching and doing some of the 

designing of the choreo packages for our 
contest sets.  I became a PRS Judge in the same 


