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2010 Focus on Fundamentals

There is much excitement building for our 2010
season. The anticipation of new repertoire, more
performance opportunities, a new competition
package, building membership, a feature in the
Harmonizer, and moving closer to being the best
chorus on the globe, really gets my adrenaline
going. But, perhaps because of the music
teacher in me, the thingahexcites me most

about the 2010 season is improving the
fundamentals of the GNU singing machine!

While we have always worked hard on
techniques to improve our singing and
performance | evel, this ye
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Hilltop Chapter, 10,000 Lakes Division, LOL
District, of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
Bulletin material may be contributed by
chapter members, copied from Society
Publications, or may be borrowed from other
chapter bulletins. All articles will be credited
to the author. Articles not carrying a #ye
have been written by the editor, and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the officers
of this chapter.

Terry Wheeler, editor

e-mail: ttwheeler_56150@habail.com

Home Phone: 506625166

Cell: 605321-1607
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Tweaking specific chords, vowels, or rhythmic
passages in particular songs will only take us so
far. The key for overall improvement is in
developingnew habitghroughdrill & repetition
Sound fun? It does to me! The 3 main areas of
focus for this year will be: 1. Pitch, 2. Rhythm,
and 3. Word Sounds.

Pitch This is our area of greatest concern. In

music, pitch is everything. Now, a group of our

caliber obviously does not have blattunting

problems, but the slow downward migration of

tonal center has become an
way of saying Aflattingo)
contribute to intonation problems including

vocal production, register changes (singing in

t he A he avtgrvabimadcwaeiés) , i n



(ascending too small, descending too big), and —e N X 4
believe it or not, rhythm. The list goes on and M Mﬁd
on. In my opinion, though, the number one “

reason for flatting is lack of awareness. Pitch

must always be at the forefront of our minds. The Annual Awards Banquet was held

We must realize that flatting will be a natural Thursday December 17, 2009 at the Fort
tendency unless we work against it. Manydrils Snel | i ng Of f Evergone®d n CIl u b
will be forthcoming, including some that you attendance enjoyed a delicious meal,

can work on at home. fellowship and fun with special Christmas

tree ornaments and light upen i wa nd s o

Rhythm_ Often overlooked in vocal music, )
provided by Bruce Watson.

rhythm is key to all aspects of singing. The term
rhythm covers many areas: pulse, duration, Top ticket sellers were awarded CD

tempo, meter, and phrasing. Our focus will be Recordings by AStormfront
primarily on maintaining steady pulse. Rhythm the headlining guest quartet for the 2010

machine will be our friend. were:Ken Slinde, Kent Mickelson, Marty
: , Monson, Scott Kvigne, Judd Orff, Don
Word Sounds Diphthongs, triphthongs, and ChallmanNorm DegCarloBob Griffith

singable consonants are among the elements in Mike Brama, and Bob DowmaSpecial
the word sounds category. Proper execution of thanks to Bob Canella for his excellent

and rhythm. To me, this is essential to bring out  skills again this season.

the meaning of the text to our audiences. We
knowhowtodothis; t 6s j ust a ma
there all the time. JiBmery has much in store

for us in this area.

Just as our physical warap drills have
contributed greatly to
Emoti ono attitude, rhytg
sound drills will bring our music tafé and take
us one step closer to International
Champi onhood. |l &dm ready , arlre yourv

Emcee Ken Slinde looked especially ready
for Christmas in his sharp tuxedo complete
with red wtie. Ken hadhe 2008 winners
of each award present to the 2009 winners.




exciting things planned for next year and the

silver anniversary season in 2011. The
evening concluded with t
The Distanceo.

The coveted nABest | mproved Faceo award
was presented by Ken Gilmore to Roger

Wa mbhei m. The AHappy Feeto award was
presented by Luke Norell to asinners Best Improved Face

Heath Walker and Jay Fah Roger

Wambheim presented the ARooki e of t he
Year a. k. a. New GNUO award t o Terry
Wheeler. The Theresa Meyer Award,

presented for among other things, loyalty by

someone outside the singing membership,

went to Vickie Hurd. Ken Slinde presented

thepresji ous fABarbershopper of the Yearo

award toArt Van De Water.
Happy Feet

President, Tom Semple and Chapter
Development VicePresident, Marty

Monson, addressed the gathering as did New GNU
Director, Pete Benson. They all talked

about the past concert season, tiglace

finish at international, an upcoming article

in The Harmonizer ahd GNU, and the



