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The Mayo Civic Center in Rochester was the site of
The Great Nort her rakegsDistriotd
competition victory. The eighty-man chorus scored
1065 out of a possible 1200 points to post an average
score of 88.8. Midwest Vocal Express of Greendale,
Wisconsin finished second in the competition with
an average score of 82.5. A total of nineteen
choruses competed.

1 Hilltop, MN Great Northern Union 88.8

2 Greendale, WI Midwest Vocal Express 82.5

3 Minneapolis, MN Commodores 78.5

4 Fargo-Moorhead, ND Great Plains Harmony 74.9
5 West Allis, WI Heart of Harmony Chorus 67.6

6 Appleton, WI Fox Valleyaires Chorus 66.9

7 Stevens Point, WI Northern Gateway Chorus 65.6
8 St Croix Valley, MN Croix Chordsmen Chorus 64.5
9 Mankato, MN Riverblenders 64.3

10 Oshkosh, WI Winnebagoland 64.2

11 Polk County, WI Indianhead Chorus 62.8

11 Racine, WI Racine Dairy Statesmen 62.8

13 Greater St Paul Area, MN North Star Chorus 62.0
14 Plymouth, Wl Hometown Harmony Tradition 61.8
15 Willmar, MN West Central Connection 60.3

16 Winnipeg, MB Golden Chordsmen 59.9

17 La Crosse, WI Coulee Chordsmen 58.8

g j 18 Manitowoc, WI Clipper City Chordsmen 58.2
CTRAR et : 18 Albert Lea, MN Harmony Junction 58.2
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Top Ten District

Chorus Scores 2009

1. Vocal Majority, Dallas
Metro, TX 94.9

2. The Westminster
Chorus, Westminster,
CA92.4

3. Sound of the Rockies,
Denver Mile High, CO
89.8

4. Great Northern Union,
Hilltop, MN 88.8
The Alliance, Greater
Central Ohio, OH 88.8

6. The Northern Lights, Toronto,
ON 88.3

7. Alexandria Harmonizers,
Alexandria, VA 87.5

8. Music City Chorus, Nashville,
TN 83.9

9. Circle City Sound, Greater
Indianapolis, IN 81.6

10. Central Standard, Metro
Kansas City, MO 81.5

Expedition Wins

the 2009 District |{—

1 Expedition 75.2

T' | I 2 Engage 72.6
u artet It e 5 3 CounterPoint 71.6

4 Sound Image 70.7
5 The Cheery-O's 70.4
6 Quantum 67.9
7 Perfect Timing 66.3
8 3 Men Of Song 65.9
9 Notorious 65.1

In the quartet competition, Expedition was
crowned 2009 District Champion with an
average score of 75.2. Quartet members are
Jeremy Ganswindt, Jay Fahl, Bryan Ziegler,
and Jake Umhoefer. Engage was runner-up

with a 72.6. A total of nineteen quartets
performed some great music during the two-rounds of competition.
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P-R-1-D-E comes from youlPersonalResponsibilityln
DevelopingExcellence.

This article willout i ne fiFSettaetées -of t he
Uni on AgivenroeQct 29, 2009

e Recap 3 year plan
o What did we do? Why did we do it?
How did it work?

A 20 yrs/Periodic
Medals/Caught in a cycle
hoping to get better

A Review of 5 Mds

A Decisiontodi out of I n
competition in 07 & 08.

e My personal commitment to winning a gold
medal with GNU
0 Ideas about how to do that
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Hilltop Chapter, 10,000 Lakes Division, LOL harder eah year and trying a little
District, of the Barbershop Harmony Society. harder. We did not achievé’ lace
Bulletin material may be contributed by chapter this year, Iy just trying harder.
members, copied from Society Publications, or o Strategy Our accomplishment was
may be borrowed from otherlapter bulletins. due to many calculated strategies.
All articles will be credited to the author. Articles
not carrying a byine have been written by the e Factors that led to our succes2009
editor, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions o Many Exciting Performing
of the officers of this chapter. Opportunities
Terry Wheeler, editor A Recogpnition in our own
e-mail: ttwheeler_56150@hotmail.com backyard!
Home Phone: 50662-5166 A NC-ACDA Convention
Cell: 605321-1607 A Mini Tours

A Amazing Collaborations
GNUG s Qdtehers292009 (St. Olaf,Luther,



A TC-Gospel, St. Johns, The e What can we learn from past

Singers) success/failure?
0 Mystique e Proposafor Upcoming International

A BHS:What 6 s withi ng o0 n Contests.
the GNU? Where are they? o Continue to be perennial LOL

o Great material (contest District Champions!

arrangements) 0 Set our sights on Kansas C2910
o District Score (Intédl Seg@¢iongelgo Phil adel phi a
o Ample time to develop uptune! o Gives us alsance to grow

A Had the opportunity to work 0 Explanation of custm arrangement
PYAAMH for over 18 process
months 0 Added Mystique Factor

A Incidentally, the same was
true for Midnight Choo e Plarsfor the future!! (Your help needed)
Choo, the last time we o New uptune Dedan. (plan to sing
earned a medal in 2005. at District next fal)

A We continued to increase o Try to get ahead with arrangements
other repertoire and do more for following year (discuss hurdles)
performing as well. 0 CD Release (Early 2010)

0 Excellent Contest Material 0 Repertoire Deviepment
(PYAAMH, BIOMY, MBY) A Discuss neetb turn over
o] Numpers more rep foiSeason Ticket

A We had an additional 20 Audienceand ourselves!
men on he risers (86) from A Work for higher standards

) the previous contest (66). of learning among all

A Do you have to be big to be singers
good? No, but you have to o Comprehensive programs for vocal
be big to win! Statistically, techniques (specifically word
you either need to be 120+ sounds)
or have an average age of o Radical scientific riser placement
under 30 to win. This strategis
cannot be overlooked. We 0 Membership Growth/Retention
must grow in order tavin. Teams

o Great leadership, coaching, and e 2010 Highlights (partial list)
smart working. o 6" Annual Collegiate w/ The

A Not just belief, but belief Singing Statesmen from UW Eau

with action and measured Claire and©9 BHS Collegiate
_ success. Champs The Vagrants

A 1tds not the will toy Wi1dTodr b Rukher College & SE
matters, itodés the willyyto
prepare to win. How are we 0 2010 Season Finale with StormFront

preparing to win?
e Whatis our goal innternational Corgss?



The Singers Join the GNU in
Concert (from www.gnunion.com)

It was agreat collaboration when
The Singers andthe GNU joined
together in concert in Bloomington
by Wally Brink

The Great Northern Union Chorus
(GNU) presenedan Autumn Choral
Classic concert with Twigities
ensemble The Singers. Thigsthe
first ever collaboration concert
between the two music groups.

The concert eventas heldSaturday,
September 26, 2009, at St. Michael
Lutheran Church in Bloomington.

Founded in 2004, The Singers
organization is dedicated to giving
world-class performances of the fines
choral literature. The Singers exist to
serve as artists, educators, and
ambassadors of the choral aotm.
Dedicated to the work of today's
composes, The Singers has premiere:
and commissioned nearly forty new
works since its founding. The
ensemble has been honored to debut
works by Stephen Paulus, Eleanor
Daley, Craig Carnahan, as well as fro

three composerm-residence, Abbie
Betinis, Jocelyn Hagn, and Joshua
Shank. The Singers is directed by

Matthew Culloton.

Theeighty-five member Great
Northern Union Chorus has earned th
right to be considered as one of NortfF
Americads elite n
choruses. Since &t inceptionin the
mid-1 9 8 @hé Great Northern

Uni onés emphasi s
performance has resulted in numerou
medalist performance€ompeting
agai n bestoftthabe sfio t h
Barbershop Harmony Society has to
offer, the GNU has earned numerous
fiTop Ten in the World placements
over the years. In July 2009, the GNL
competed in the International
Barbershop Harmony Chorus
Competition in Anaheim, CA and
earned dhird place bronze medal out
of hundreds of competing choruses
worldwide. The GNU is directed by
Peter Benson.

Joining the concemasHopkins High
School student ensembles GEOFF ar
Midori.

It was aunique collaboration with the
perfect interpretation of The Singers
and the high impact medalist
harmonies of the GNU!



DawnHol mber gbés photo
album: http:/tinyurl.com/ybgafdk

Dan Meyer 6s photo
album : http://tinyurl.com/y8j2hd4

From the
Singing Judge

by JImEmery

Oo-ay-err Feruh-mm Heeerr?

By .the time you read this, we will have finished ou
LOL District competition and be working hard
preparing for our concert series finale. We shoulc
have successfully defended our LOL chorus
championship and be looking ahead to how to tak
ourseVes to an even higher level in 2010.

Before we do that, we must thank our talented
musical leadership led so ably by director Pete
Benson. Peteds knowl e
and his musicianship are unrivaled anywhere, anc
we are lucky to have him atr helm.

So what will 2010 bring to take us from an-83
chorus to a 9496 chorus? One key is to go back tc
the fundamentals that bring the unity heard most
recently from the 2007 gold medalist Westminster
Chorus.

What are the factors of unity? The @img Category
description in the Bar
Contest & Judging Hand
ingredients of ensemble unity include matched wc
sounds and timbre, synchronization and precision
sound flow, and dictio

We 6 ve wor ke drtle pasttyear oh a r
improving the uniformity of our vocal resonance tc
produce a balanced resonance or timbre as our
default and to be able to draw on a focused front
resonance when appropriate and a rich back
resonance when the song calls for it. Whilehage
more work to do in this area, | feel really good abc
the progress we have made already.


http://tinyurl.com/ybqafdk
http://tinyurl.com/y8j2hd4

