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                    GNU earns highest score ever in third place medalist finish in Anaheim 

at the BHS International Chorus Competition...  
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92.1 Scores GNU Bronze! 
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GNU earns highest score ever in third place medalist finish in Anaheim at the 

BHS International Chorus Competition...     

 7/4/2009 10:39:49 AM  by Wally Brink (as reported on gnunion.com) 

The Great Northern Union Chorus is excited to announce a third place medal finish in the Barbershop 

Harmony Society Chorus Competition in Anaheim, CA on July 3, 2009. The medal was won with 86 men 

on stage and a score of 2764 out of 3000 and an overall average of 92.1%. The score is the highest score 

ever achieved by the GNU and the highest ever earned by a Land OôLakes District chorus or quartet.  

Director Peter Benson led the GNU to the medals and quotes ñI am very proud of the entire GNU 

organization. We took a strategic break from BHS International contests the last two years to re-organize 

and focus on reaching a consistently higher level of performance and our score reflects our hard work and 

effort. The GNU leadership and membership came to Anaheim with a plan and goals in our sights and we 

exceeded our goals in many ways. Itôs been a great weekend for the GNU.ò Peter Benson has been the 

director of the GNU since 2004 and earned the GNU four International births and two medals. Benson 

continues, ñThis is the beginning of the new GNU and we still have much work to do to prepare for our 

next International contest as we continue to develop and grow our musicianship. Itôs an exciting time to 

be a part of the GNU!ò 

 

Additionally, two other GNU quartets earned high placing in the BHS Quartet Competition with Vocality 

earning a bid into the semi-finals and finishing 19th and X-Factor finishing 23rd out of the top 50 

Quartets.         

In the Collegiate Quartet Competition, Expedition placed 10th out of the 26 groups qualifying for 

International.     

  

       Vocality    X-Factor   Expedition 

In This Issue:   GNU Third in the World! pages 1-2;  The International Experience pages 3-6;  

DƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ǇŀƎŜǎ 6-7; Anaheim Gospel Sing pages 7-8; Friends & Family Night page 9;                

Board of  DirectorΩs Update pages 9-10; Como Park pages 10-11; Grace Church pages 11-12; Family 

Picnic pages 12-13; Upcoming Events page 13; Quartets page 13-14.                                    
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The International Experience 

 by Alex Donaldson    

The Barbershop Harmony SocietyΩǎ 

International competition is something that all 

barber-shoppers across the world dream to 

compete in every year.  The Great Northern 

Union, had had the privilege of singing on the 

International stage for twenty consecutive 

years, but after the 2006 competition it was 

decided that the GNU would take two years off 

from competing in order to further grow and 

develop their musical excellence.  Well, 2009 

was the year the GNU returned to that stage. 

Through our rehearsals leading up to the 

competition we were continually getting more 

and more excited to get back on the stage.  But 

ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

competing that had us pumped up, it was the 

fact that we realized how much we, as a chorus, 

had improved over the past two years. 

 Our journey reached a new threshold in 

the fall of 2008 when we scored the highest 

ever score for a chorus in the Land OΩ Lakes 

District Competition, and were crowned the 

chorus champions for our District, earning us 

the third place seeding going into the 

International Competition to be held in 

Anaheim, California  in July 2009.  We had 

scored an unfathomable 89.1, which just blew 

us away.  We were on top of the world at this 

point.  (continued on page 4) 
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So, over the next eight months leading 

up to the International competition in Anaheim 

we began to really work hard toward becoming 

the best chorus on the GLOBE.  We learned a 

new ballad that we felt had gold medal 

potential.  We brought in coaches.  We were 

excited to get back on the International stage 

and show the world that we were back, and 

that we were better than ever! 

Well, the time finally came.  We were on our 

way to Anaheim to reach for the gold!   

When we all had arrived we began rehearsing, 

becoming more and more excited for what was 

about to take place.  As a chorus we had 

bonded closer than ever during that time.

Breakfast at IHOP

Physical Warm-up with Jay Fahl   
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Vocal Warm-up with Jim Emery 

Scott Kvigne & Roger Stanfield Work 

Presentation

ά/ƘǳƴƪƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǘŜ 




