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. The past six monthgwve been
The Avenue | 4 very exciting for the Great Northern
to Anaheim ol O D N Union. Froma National Anthem
ot N .— .,;' : e performance. for a Minnesota Vikings v
2009 w g New York Giants NFL crowd of 63,761
> to the 2090t s hFoavme
Demand the 14, the positive momentum has been
standing “0= building. The chorus is now prepped
and poised for their competition
performance at thBarbershop Harmonyj
Societyds I nternat
Anaheim on July 3TheGNU is slated
to perform 18 smack dab in the middlg
of the qualifying groups from around th
gl obe. Director Pg
ar e r amp isef pgge tupodréthe
guartet competition, which begins July
52 foursomedave qualified. XFactor is
listed 23%in the order of appearance an
Vocality will be the31%' to perform. The
GNU will also be cheering the efforts of
Expedition in the Collegiate Quartet
Conteston July 4.

What color is
YOUR effort today?
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by Peter
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How would the International Champion Chorus do
AlGK ¢ guestiof you rieéd3o ask yourself

every day. Do you suppose thatlzampion chorus
would havetwo rehearsals a week, bring in the

best coaching, rehearse in at leagvendifferent

venues, video themselves, go on a retreat, have
plenty of sectionals andhoreography rehearsals,
practice at home, and post an amazing qualifying
d02NB 4 5Aa0NROG O2yidSa
US! What more could we possibly ask for?

I am so proud of everything we have been doing as
a chorus and | am thrilled with the waye are

ramping up to contest in Anaheim. O#dn To

Fame performance was fabulous, and perhaps our
best shot so far. | am no longer worried about
technique, or pitch, or choreography, or nerves on
a0 3SsT 2N 6KSOGKSNI 2NJ y2i
a wice will stick out, or even whether you want it
bad enough. There is only one thing that | am still
worriedabout.L 'Y g2NNRASR GKI
we can win! | will admit that it is hard for me to

wrap my brain around the idea of beating 15@an
choruses, but | remind myself that they are men
just like us, average singers with lots of
determination. Yes, they both have gold medals,
but at one time they each had to earn their FIRST
one. When we hit the stage, our mindset cannot
be hoping to juswin a medal or hoping that we
R2y Qi YSaa al¢wSi ANGI ( &lad
adz00Saa Aa OkSverfGdlarN) 2 F ¥
Eriksson(continued on page 3)
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This is about giving the barbershop world what
0KSe Q@S 0 S SNO mére thyil Moymdre F 2
hoping No more afe. Risk = Excellence

Youmust go out to win and you must believe you
can!

—PETE

What a great start to our 2009 concert season! As we
reflect on the development and implementation of our
strategic pl an asemindedofaume wo
five MOs; Musi c, Mar keti ng,
Mystique. We should be proud of our progress!

Music: This is a great strength of our director as he
provides us with a wonderful mix of music and music
styles.

NJP

e Another CD is being prepared to be released in

Money: Continued growth in the GN UG s

November.

money to grow and improve an arts organization .

e Currently have a 10% fund balance amazing
achievement by the board given our economic
times.

e Budget has grown from $75K in 2005 to $109K
2009éa 45% increasel!

Membership: Great growth! We are achieving rehearsal
attendance numbers above the 90% levels over the past
two months with 75 -80 guys attending rehearsals. Keep

it UP!

GNU,
Mo ne®

75 guys on tour is an increase of 15% from
2007086s tour .

85 guys on the risers in Anaheim is a 29%
increase from Indianapolis.

New leadership has been added to help
broaden our chorus support system.

Mystique: Thisiswherethe GNU secr et

e Col |l abor at i o rssWissotaVoltesS t Johno

The Commodores and The Singers. (three
ensembles are new for our concert series)

e New music like Blame It On My Youth, Go The
Di stance, | @GihtheGpirtand Si ng
Words.

Marketing: Great things continue to happen and
improve our visibility within our own community .

e 3™ annual and most successful and aggressive
concert tour in the history of the GNU.

e New performance halls like Ted Mann and great
attendance at our shows, even with tough
economic times.

| would argue that the GNU is probably the
most talked about (male) chorus right now
in the Society and in our own
backyardéwhy?

o Twin Cities Community 8 5"
successful Concert Season and
continued ticket sales growth.

o Twin Cities Community  Area Guest
Artists series are inquiring more

than ever about the GNU singing on

their programs.

0 Society Community - Posted highest
District scores in the history of LOL

0 Society Community - Two-year layoff
from Internati onal (without winning

budget éi

Sauc

I nternational )éthe a

Har moni zer says
them down.
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Are you mentally confident and ready to ta

Guys we have a great thing going on as a chorus. After Anaheim, we have awesome cacerts ahead at Como, Grace,
Twins, The Singers, Districtand FinaleL et 6 s keep the momentum going as we stri

in the United Stateséit Thejbulneyhas pniybeguni! f YOU want it to.

-Marty
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Vikings game 12128103
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View Entire Album at this Website:
http://picasaweb.google.com/roger.theresa/GNUVikings
2authkey=Gv1sRqCI256PD6ICSrAE# Sound Check

Here we go!
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Back to our seatsvikes win 2619!

Job well done! Thanks Scott & all. 5
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