
 

 

  

ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ IŜǊŜ ²Ŝ /ƻƳŜΗέ 

The past six months have been 

very exciting for the Great Northern 

Union.  From a National Anthem 

performance for a Minnesota Vikings vs. 

New York Giants NFL crowd of 63,761 

to the ñOn to Fame 2009!ò show on June 

14, the positive momentum has been 

building.  The chorus is now prepped 

and poised for their competition 

performance at the Barbershop Harmony 

Societyôs International Convention in 

Anaheim on July 3.  The GNU is slated 

to perform 15
th
, smack dab in the middle 

of the qualifying groups from around the 

globe. Director Peter Benson says, ñWe 

are ramping upéò (see page two)  In the 

quartet competition, which begins July 1, 

52 foursomes have qualified. X-Factor is 

listed 23
rd
 in the order of appearance and 

Vocality will be the 31
st  

to perform.  The 

GNU will also be cheering the efforts of 

Expedition in the Collegiate Quartet 

Contest on July 4.  
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How would the International Champion Chorus do 

ƛǘΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ question you need to ask yourself 

every day.  Do you suppose that a champion chorus 

would have two rehearsals a week, bring in the 

best coaching, rehearse in at least seven different 

venues, video themselves, go on a retreat, have 

plenty of sectionals and choreography rehearsals, 

practice at home, and post an amazing qualifying 

ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΚ  ²ŀƛǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ¢I!¢Ω{ 

US!  What more could we possibly ask for? 

 

I am so proud of everything we have been doing as 

a chorus and I am thrilled with the way we are 

ramping up to contest in Anaheim.  Our άOn To 

Fameέ performance was fabulous, and perhaps our 

best shot so far.  I am no longer worried about 

technique, or pitch, or choreography, or nerves on 

ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 

a voice will stick out, or even whether you want it 

bad enough.    There is only one thing that I am still 

worried about.  L ŀƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

we can win!  I will admit that it is hard for me to 

wrap my brain around the idea of beating 150-man 

choruses, but I remind myself that they are men 

just like us, average singers with lots of 

determination.  Yes, they both have gold medals, 

but at one time they each had to earn their FIRST 

one.   When we hit the stage, our mindset cannot 

be hoping to just win a medal or hoping that we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜǎǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΦέ  - Sven Goran 

Eriksson  (continued on page 3) 
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Corner 

by Peter 

Benson 

mailto:ttwheeler_56150@hotmail.com


This is about giving the barbershop world what 

ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  No more try.  No more 

hoping.  No more safe.    Risk = Excellence  

You must go out to win and you must believe you 

can! 

---PETE 

 

 

What a great start to our 2009 concert season!  As we 

reflect on the development and implementation of our 

strategic plan as the ònewó GNU, Iõm reminded of our 

five Mõs; Music, Marketing, Money, Membership and 

Mystique.  We should be proud of our progress!  

Music:   This is a great strength of our director as he 

provides us with a wonderful mix of music and music 

styles.  

 Collaborations with St Johnõs, Wissota Voices, 

The Commodores and The Singers. (three 

ensembles are new for our concert series)    

 New music like Blame It On My Youth, Go The 

Distance, Iõm Gonna Sing ôtil the Spirit and 

Words. 

Marketing:   Great things continue to happen and 

improve our visibility within our own community . 

 3
rd

 annual and most successful and aggressive 

concert tour in the history of the GNU. 

 New performance halls like Ted Mann and great 

attendance at our shows, even with tough 

economic times.                                                                       

 Another CD is being prepared to be released in 

November. 

Money:  Continued growth in the GNUõs budgetêit takes 

money to grow and improve an arts organization . 

 Currently have a 10% fund balance; amazing 

achievement by the board given our economic 

times. 

 Budget has grown from $75K in 2005 to $109K 

in 2009êa 45% increase! 

Membership:   Great growth! We are achieving rehearsal 

attendance numbers above the 90% levels over the past 

two months with 75 -80 guys attending rehearsals.  Keep 

it UP! 

         75 guys on tour is an increase of 15% from 

2007õs tour.  

         85 guys on the risers in Anaheim is a 29% 

increase from Indianapolis. 

         New leadership has been added to help 

broaden our chorus support system. 

Mystique:   This is where the GNU secret sauce isê 

         I would argue that the GNU is probably the 

most talked about (male) chorus right now 

in the Society and in our own 

backyardêwhy? 

o   Twin Cities Community ð 5
th

 

successful Concert Season and 

continued ticket sales growth . 

o   Twin Cities Community ð Area Guest 

Artists series are inquiring more 

than ever about the GNU singing on 

their programs. 

o   Society Community - Posted highest 

District scores in the history of LOL. 

o   Society Community - Two-year layoff 

from Internati onal (without winning 

International)êthe article in the 

Harmonizer says it allêletõs not let 

them down. 

Chapter 

Update 

By Marty 

Monson 



   Are you mentally confident and ready to take chargeêGNU style?  

Guys, we have a great thing going on as a chorus.  After Anaheim, we have awesome concerts ahead at Como, Grace, 

Twins, The Singers, District and Finale.  Letõs keep the momentum going as we strive to become the greatest male chorus 

in the United Statesêit will happen if YOU want it to.  The journey has only begun!! 

-Marty 
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CǊƻƳ wƻƎŜǊ aŜȅŜǊΩǎ tƛŎŀǎŀ ²Ŝō !ƭōǳƳ 

View Entire Album at this Website: 

http://picasaweb.google.com/roger.theresa/GNUVikings

?authkey=Gv1sRgCI25q6PD6IC8rAE#   

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƴŜȄǘΗ

ΧƻŦ ǘƘŜ .w!±9Η 

 

Job well done!  Thanks Scott & all.                                5 

 

Sound Check

 

Here we go! 

 

LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ соΣллл ŎƘŜŜǊƛƴƎΗ 

 

Back to our seats, Vikes win 20-19! 

http://picasaweb.google.com/roger.theresa/GNUVikings?authkey=Gv1sRgCI25q6PD6IC8rAE
http://picasaweb.google.com/roger.theresa/GNUVikings?authkey=Gv1sRgCI25q6PD6IC8rAE

