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GNU well represented in Nashville
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The Great Northern Union was well represented in the
International Quartet Contest in Nashville in July with Vocality
(upper left) finishing 19th and After Midnight (upper right)
finishing at 34th. Also, Syd Libsack of Storm Front (above) is a
dual member with the GNU. His quartet finished 6th this year.
Happiness Emporium did their usual fine job on the AIC show
and heading up the Good News Gospel sing as they do every
year. Congratulations to all the quartets. All Contest photos
courtesy of Lorin May.
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Recap from the State of the GN-
Union Address

Even though I was unable to
attend the International
Convention (for the first time in
18 years), the 1st weekend in July
still gave me that old feeling! I
mean the feeling of excitement,
drive, and competition! It is a

good time to see where we are as a chorus, and where we want
to be by this time next year.

There should be no doubt in
anyone’s mind that, in Appleton
and Anaheim, we need to make
an IMPACT! What’s it going
to take? Working hard? Getting
coaching? Being in the zone at
contest? Mirror room sessions?
Well, we already do all of that.
So, it’s going to take that and
more. It’s going to take
changing our culture and what
we do in rehearsal even on August 7th. We are going to need
to start doing winning performances well before we ever take
the stage. We must WIN rehearsals and shows before we can
win contests. What we want our audiences and judges to
experience must be rehearsed continually.

How do we make an impact? We are committed to 3 specific
initiatives that will help us to stand out this contest season.

1. An Atmosphere of personal Individual
attention.

More sectionals/small
groups/individual/taping/feedback.

2. Moving more air.
Full breaths, changing our “default”
sound.

3. Body Involvement/Movement
Letting yourself feel the music and
react physically

That’s it! Monitor yourself to ensure that you are giving more
than your “normal” effort in each of the 3 areas. We are
fortunate to be one of the top 10 choruses in the world. Are
you satisfied with that? If not, what are YOU going to do
about it? When?

Pete Benson
Director Great Northern Union


