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District Contest in Rochester
October 26 - 28

With the chorus taking the year off from competition, many of you
may not be planning to attend the District Convention Oct. 26-28.
Here are some reasons you SHOULD:

GNU will be represented by 7 quartets (please correct me if I've
missed any). In the competition will be Take 2, Snap, Gold Rush,
Band Wagon, and Vocality. And our own District champs, After
Midnight and the 1975 International champs, Happiness Emporium
will be performing at the ADC show Friday evening. Many of
these guys are active chorus guys, and GNU leaders. They deserve
your enthusiastic support on Friday and Saturday night. Speaking
of quartets, it will be a great competition. With at least 4 quartets
scoring in the mid-70's, and several more right on their heels, the
race for the top 10 will be the strongest we've seen in years.

In addition, the chorus competition will include Greendale's first
performance with their new director, Grant Wilson. Many of you
will recognize Grant as the baritone of '97 District champs Jackpot!
Not only will they undoubtedly put a great performance on stage,
but we have the opportunity to size up the competition.

Finally, this is a rare chance for GNU members to take in the
whole competition, without the responsibility of putting out a
medalist-level performance. You can relax, get to see and hear all
the LOL groups, and sing tags as loud and late as you want, even
on Friday night.

While we're out of the competition cycle, it's important for the
District to know that we're still here, and we're still going strong.
Let's bring a large group of GNUs to Rochester, to represent our
chapter, cheer on our quartets, and have a great weekend of
fellowship and singing.

See you there,

Scott Kvigne

10,000 LAKES DIVISION – LAND O’ LAKES DISTRICT
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Tenor Marty Monson 651-330-7587 (H)
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Bass Steve Anderson 612-866-1856 (H)
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Steve and Annie Anderson 612-866-1856 (H)
Email: SteveA1159@aol.com

Roger and David Meyer 763-476-7382 (H)
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Each GNU’s NEWS issue is an official publication of the Hilltop Chapter,
10,000 Lakes Division, LOL District, of the Barbershop Harmony
Society. Bulletin material may be contributed by chapter members,
copied from Society publications, or may be borrowed from other chapter
bulletins. All articles will be credited to the author. Articles not carrying
a by-line have been written by the editor, and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the officers of this chapter.

Membership Begins with gn-YOU!
When shall we begin?

Most of you know that one
important aspect of our 3-year
plan is significant membership
growth. Okay, so then why do I
keep stating it over and over
again? I’ll be blunt. We are
nearly half way through our 3
years and membership growth is
not close to where it should be. The idea of 3- years was to
give ourselves some time for steady growth and be in the
100’s by the time we start the competition cycle next spring.
We had an aggressive projected growth goal of netting 2
members per month starting last November. How are we
doing? Here’s the hard truth. By our November show, we
should be at 89 active singers
on the risers. Right now we are
at around 70. Although we do
have guests and new people
joining the chorus, we are
essentially showing no growth.

Guys, we are singing better than
ever, performing more than
ever, and have some great
opportunities in the near future.
It should not be difficult to sell
this gnu experience. I hope
you’re not waiting for the
perfect membership program or a magic bullet, because it does
not exist! It is a simple numbers game. I know this will sound
simplistic, but it’s true. If every active member brings in just
one recruit, and if only half of those recruits decide to join, we
will easily meet our goal. I’m sorry to put pressure on you,
but we really are almost out of time to reach our goal by
spring. I really, really want to compete! If not, we have to go
with plan B. And there is no plan B! Please take
responsibility for your chorus and do your part. We’re
counting on you.

Pete Benson
Director
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Here's another reason to go to this
year's district convention:

After the Friday night semi-finals,
the Land-O-Lakes Association of
District Champions will hold their
annual show. This show features all
currently active district champion
quartets, a chorus made up of past
district champ quartet men, and a
number of quartets that have come
back together just for this show.
This year's lineup of quartets includes (with the year of their
district championship listed):

1967 Gemini Crickets (with our own Rod Johnson)

1972 The Road Runners (one of the funniest quartets ever)

1973 Happiness Emporium (our own international champs
with Rod, Bob Dowma, and Rick Anderson)

1976 Talk of the Town (with our own Judd Orff, Keith
Fransen, and Bob Brutsman)

1982 Downstate Express (an international seniors champion)

1992 People's Choice (with our own Gary Jacobson)

1997 Jackpot! (one of the Greendale chapter's best)

2005 After Midnight (a current international level quartet -
with some new songs)

2006 Voices Only (the current champs and international
semifinalists - doing their swan song)

You'll never get an opportunity to see this kind of a talent
lineup only 90 miles away! --Jim Emery


